Sample Lessons Grade 1 Overview

Grade1Overview
Focus: | am Responsible

This unit will focus on being responsible for one's own actions and for obligations
to others, particularly to the members of the classroom and school community.

Key | deas:

Members of communities:

e shareacommon environment.

*  share common needs, goals, and traditions.
e cooperate with one another.

Key Connections to Citizenship Education:

Good citizens:

*  possessthe skillsnecessary to live peaceably in society without resorting to
violenceto settle disputes.

» takepersonal responsibility for obligationsto family and community.

*  respect therights of othersto have their own views and beliefs.

»  haverespect for themselves.

Lessons:
1. Sharing and Caring
2. Doing My Part
3. Problem-Solvers
4. Taking Responsibility for Work

Culminating Activity:

Learnerswill draw pictures of themselves as active participantsin their school
community. Theresulting pictureswill be combined into amural or patchwork
“quilt” to be displayed near the school entrance.

Assessment of theculminating activity will bebased on students' participationin
developingthemural. All studentsshould be ableto makeacontribution.
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Curriculum Connections:
Activitiesinthisunit will help studentsto attain academic standardsin:
Social Studies (Grade 1)

Individual and Society - Students will:

e identify themsdvesasuniqueindividuaswhointeract with other individuasand
with many groups, including thefamily, school, and community.

*  describehow family membersand friendsprovidefor each others needsfor
love and respect.

*  giveexamplesof how peopleintheschool and neighborhood depend on
each other.

Economics - Students will:

*  explainhow peoplework and use resourcesto fulfill their economic needs
and wants.

»  explorehow peoplework to obtain goodsand services.

»  explorethekindsof work that people do and how that work benefitstheir
family and thecommunity.

Career Education (Elementary) - Students will:

understand and use career information.

describework of family members, school personnel, and community workers.
identify work activitiesof interest to the student.

be aware of how work rel atesto the needs and functions of society.

beaware of different occupations.

describe how work isimportant to al people.

describe how contributions of individua sboth insde and outsidethe home
areimportant.

Source:
National Career Devel opment Guidelines, National Occupational Information
Coordinating Committee.
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Sample Lessons Grade 1 Lesson One

Grade 1l Lesson One

Sharing and Caring

This lesson explores the question “What is a Community2” and helps first grade
students understand their roles in the school community.

Key | deas:

Members of communities:
. share acommon environment.
*  share common needs, goals, and traditions.

Key Connections to Citizenship Education:

Good citizens:
*  respect therights of othersto have their own views and beliefs.
*  respect themselves.

Objectives:

Studentswill:

* beableto defineand give examples of “community.”

*  beabletoidentify the communitiesto which they belong.

*  describetheir rolesin at least one community to which they belong.

I ntroductory Activity:

Read Chicken Sunday by PatriciaPolacco or another story which emphasizes sharing,
needs, goals, and traditions. Discussthestory after itisread to theclass.

Core Activities:

1. Discussthe waysthe charactersin the story were part of acommunity. What
things, ideas, or activitiesdid they shareor havein common?

2. Using an overhead projector or the blackboard, list key words or ideas under
“community.” List key words or ideas that are “not part of acommunity.”

3. Develop adefinition of “community.” Inadictionary you will find both a
geographic definition and adefinition of community based on “ sharing
or participation.” According to this definition, a sports team, a scout troop, or
other group isa“community.”
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4. Inaclassdiscussion, usethedefinition of community toidentify avariety
of communitiesto which the learners belong.

5. Discussthefollowing questions. Do all peopleinacommunity need to havethesame
ideas? Can peoplebedifferent or speciad and till be part of acommunity?

Additional | deas:

Students might become pen pals or e-mail palswith studentsin another school
community through letters or on-line computer activities.

Evaluation/Assessment:

Ask each child to draw a picture that shows himself or herself as part of a
community. Children then explain their picturesto the class.

Home Connection:
*  Keep parentsinformed of the purpose and activitiesinvolved in thislesson.
*  Send home the definition of community developed by the class. Some parents
may want to discuss the definition with their child.

Resources:

*  Polacco, Patricia. Chicken Sunday. New York: Philomel Books, 1992.
*  Mapsillugtrating variouscommunities.

Good citizensdo thelr part.
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Sample Lessons Grade 1 Lesson Two

Grade 1l Lesson Two

Doing My Part

This lesson helps students understand how individuals contribute to their families
and communities.

Key | deas:

Members of communities:
*  share common needs, goals, and traditions.
*  cooperate with one another.

Key Connections to Citizenship Education:

Good citizens:

»  possessthe skillsnecessary to live peaceably in society without resorting to
violence to settle disputes.

»  takepersonal responsibility for obligationsto family and community.

*  respect therights of othersto have their own views and beliefs.

Objectives:

Studentswill:

* identify the common needs, goals, and traditions of various communities.
* analyzethe characteristics of successful communities.

e identify waysinwhich individuals contribute to the success of the group.

I ntroductory Activity:

Read a story that focuses on people working together such as The Patchwork Quilt
by Valerie Flournoy or The Wednesday Surprise by Eve Bunting.

Core Activities:

1. Usethestory you read asthe basisfor identifying common needs, goals,
and traditions in that community. Discuss examples of cooperation and ways
that individual s contributed to the community’s success.

2. Eachchildwill makealist of the members of the school community, such as:
principal, teachers, bus drivers, custodians, and students. Create a classroom
list of school community members by drawing from student lists.
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3. ldentify theroleof each person onthelist of school community membersand talk
about theimportance of their contributions.

4. Create aclass book about the school community members by assigning the task
of explaining therole of these membersto achild or agroup of children.

5. Takeatour of theschool to visit wherethe school community membersdo their jobs
or invitetheminto the classroom to explain their jobs.

6. Have an appreciation week. Write thank you notes or draw pictures for
individual members of the school community.

Additional | deas:

Students might explore additional books that focus on ways people work together
and choose a favorite to read to other students, the teacher, or family members.

Evaluation/Assessment:

Ask each child to draw a picture showing how he/she makes a contribution to the
home or school community. Use the pictures to assess whether or not the child hasa
sense of appropriate rolesin acommunity.

Home Connection:

Communi cate in advance with parents about the purpose and activitiesinvolved in
thislesson. Some parents might want to choose a favorite television show that
depicts acommunity. They might watch the show with their child and look for
examples of cooperation among the members of the community.

Resources:

*  Bunting, Eve. The\Wednesday Surprise. New York: Clarion Books, 1989.
A littlegirl teachesher grandmother to read asasurprisefor her father’ sbirthday.

*  Hournoy, Valerie. The Patchwork Quilt. New York: Dial Books, 1985.
A young girl, her mother, and her grandmother work together to make apatchwork
quilt that tellsthefamily history.
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Sample Lessons Grade 1 Lesson Three

GradelLeson Three
Problem-Solvers

This lesson helps students focus on cooperation and problem-solving in the
immediate environment of the classroom and school.

Key | dea:
Members of communities cooperate with one another.
Key Connections for Citizenship Education:

Good citizens:

» takepersonal responsibility for obligationsto family and community.

*  respect therights of othersto have their own views and beliefs.

*  possessthe skills necessary to live peaceably in society without resorting to
violence to settle disputes.

Objectives:

Studentswill:

*  beabletoidentify acommon problem.

*  beableto suggest and evaluate possible solutions.

*  beabletoimplement the chosen solution.

»  work cooperatively with other community members throughout the
problem-solving process.

I ntroductory Activity:

Read The Messy Monster, in which the characters discover that the problems they
notice are not caused by a*“messy monster” but by themselves, or another story
which emphasizesresponsibility and peaceful problem-solving. Discussthefact that
many problems can be solved by the people who areinvolved. Brainstorm alist of
problemsthe children can identify within the classroom or school community.

CoreActivities:

From thelist of problems generated in the Introductory Activity, help the children
choose a problem that they are capable of solving. This could be done by discussing
possible solutions to each problem listed and evaluating whether or not first grade
students can actually do anything about correcting that particular problem. Discuss
the waysthat problem-solving hel psindividual sand communities, such as schools.

21



Additional ldeas:

Allow students to choose another problem and work through the steps of problem-
solvingontheir ownorinsmall groups.

Problem-Solving Steps

| dentify the problem.

Brainstorm possiblesolutions.

Develop criteriafor evaluation of solutions.

Evaluate possible solutions.

Develop aplan of actionfor carrying out solution chosen.
Carry out theplan.

Sk wnNE

Evaluation/Assessment:

Have each student draw a picture illustrating the problem-solving process and explain
each step. Post the stepsin problem-solving on the wall of the classroom. From
time-to-time, provide opportunities for students to address new problems. Observe
learnersto assesstheir skill at using the problem-solving process and cooperating
with othersin the group.

Home Connection:

Keep parentsinformed of the purposes and activitiesinvolved in thislesson.

Send home alist of the steps the class used in devel oping a solution for a classroom
or school problem. Some parents might want to use the same steps with their
children to solve agiven problem. For example: leaving clothesall over thefloor;
not carrying out assigned chores; etc.

Resources:

*  Pdlowski, Michadl J. The Messy Monster. Mahwah, NJ: Troll Communications,
1997.
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Sample Lessons Grade 1 Lesson Four

Grade 1 Lesson Four

Taking Responsibility for
Work

This lesson helps children to understand that people are responsible for working
to produce goods and services that benefit themselves, their families, and their
communities.

Adapted from Play Dough Economics, Lesson 1. Goods and Services, page 3-5.
I ndiana Department of Education, 1988, 1995.

Key | deas:

*  Peoplework (produce goods and services) to fulfill their economic needs

and wants.
»  Peopledo different types of work to produce and obtain goods and services for

themselvesand their families.
Key Connections to Citizenship Education:

Good citizens:
» takepersonal responsibility for obligationsto family and community.
» takepersonal responsibility for earning alivelihood.

Objectives:

Studentswill:

* identify different types of work that people do.

*  giveexamplesof reasonsthat people work.

* identify thingsthat are goods and things that are services.

* explanwhy itisimportant for people to be responsiblefor their jobs.

I ntroductory Activity:

Read the book Uncle Jed’s Barber shop or another story that relatesto thework that
people do and theimportance of thiswork to individualsand the community. Discusswith
children thedifferent typesof work presented in the story. Why wasthiswork important
to the peopleinthe story? Discussthe meaning of theexpressionto“earnaliving” or
“earnaliveihood.”
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Core Activities:

1.

2.

Have studentswork in pairsor small groupsto brainstorm other types of work with
whichthey arefamiliar.

Havegroups sharetheir examplesof different typesof work and writethem down
using an overhead projector or theblackboard. Ask studentstotell why eachjobis
important to the community and why thejob isalsoimportant to the

personwho doesit. Responseswill probably include, “to get money,” “to buy
things,” “to help people,” etc. Help childrento understand that peoplework to
obtain thethings (goods and services) they want for themselvesand their families.
Their work also hel psthe community by providing the goods and servicesthat other
peoplewant.

Explain that most peoplewant to haveawidevariety of things. Ask studentsto
identify someof thethingsthey would liketo have. Write student wishesina
“wishingwell” that you draw on the board, or use abasket or other container asthe
wishing well and write student wishes on pieces of colored paper.

Pull student wishesout of thewishing well for discussion. Thethingsstudentssay
they want probably will focuson tangibleitemssuch astoys, games, or pets. Discuss
other thingsthat people may want, such asfood, clothing, paper, pencils, dishes,
cars, etc. Explainthat thetangiblethingspeople produceto satisfy people swants
arecaled goods. With students, brainstorm anumber of additional examples of
goods.

Show students pi cturesfrom magazinesin which peopleare producing goods. Then
show them pictures of people performing services. Explainthat servicesarealso
thingsthat peoplewant.

To emphasizethedifferenceinthetwoideas, hel p studentsthink of asmany services
asthey can, beginning with the different types of servicesperformedintheschool.
Why arethese servicesimportant? L et some studentspretend to be performing
some servicewhileotherstry to guesswhat the serviceis.

Discusswith studentswhy different servicesareimportant toindividualsand the
community. What would happenif the peopleresponsiblefor producing agood or
performing aservicefailed to dotheir jobs?

To emphasizethisidea, passout small piecesof candy wrapped in paper. Have
some students collect paper wrappersand put them inthetrash. Explainthat the
candy isagood. Theactivity of collectingthetrashisaservice. What would happen
if the people producing the candy failed to do their job or did not do their job well?
What would happenif the peopleresponsiblefor picking up thetrash did not do their
jobor didnot doit well? Discusswhy it isimportant to take personal responsibility
forearningaliving.
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Sample Lessons Grade 1 Lesson Four

Additional ldeas:

1. Inventand play gameswherestudents must identify correctly whether somethingisa
good or aservice. For example, tell studentsto clap their handsonceif theword
you call outisagood or twiceif itisaservice.

2. Usepicturesfrom magazinesto develop acollage or poster of peopleproducing
goodsand acollage or poster of people producing services.

3. DoaPlay Dough activity inwhich studentsuse modeling clay or Play Dough
to show themsel ves producing goods or services. (See Play Dough Economicsunder
Resourcesbeow.)

4. Assignjobsfor each student in the classroom. Jobs can berotated and job
performance can be evaluated. The consequencesof not doing ajob or doing ajob
poorly should beemphasized. For example, studentsshould befully aware of the
consequencesof failing to feed aclassroom pet or failureto water plants. While
many classroom jobsare services, itisasoimportant to have classroom jobswhich
produce goods, such as nametags, signs, and postersfor the classroom, or other
materialsfor classroom use. Thisactivity can becarried onfor afew daysor ona
long-term basis. (See The Classroom Mini-Economy under Resources below.)

Evaluation/Assessment:

Ask students to think about what kind of good or service they want to produce when
they grow up. Have students draw a picture of themselves producing the good or
performing the service and then tell about their picture. Students should be ableto
explain why their picture represents agood or aservice. They should be ableto
explain why they would like to do this job and why the job isimportant to their
family and community. All students should be ableto explain why it isimportant to
take personal responsibility for work. Variations: Instead of drawing a picture, some
students might select a picture from a magazine that shows a good or service that
they would like to produce. Other students might wish to select a story that relates
to aparticular kind of job and explain their interest in thiswork to the class.

Home Connection:
Invite parents and other community membersto visit the classto tell about their

jobs, why they like their work, and why their work isimportant. Thiscould bea
classroom event or might be expanded to become a school-wide * career day.”
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Resources:

*  Mitchel, Margaree King. Uncle Jed’sBarbershop. New York: Simon & Shuster,
1993.

»  Day, Harlan. Play Dough Economics: Motivating Activitiesfor Teaching Eco-
nomics. Indianapolis. Officeof Program Development, Indiana Department of
Education, 1988, 1995.

»  Day, Harlan. The Classroom Mini-Economy: Integrating Economics|nto the
Elementary and Middle School Curriculum. Indianapolis. Office of Program
Development, Indiana Department of Education, 1988,1995.

»  Forfurther information about economic education mini-grants, workshops, curricu-
lum materias, or in service programs, please contact the I ndiana Department of
Educati on economi ¢ education consultants: ChrisMcGrew, northern Indiana 765-
494-8542, and David Ballard, southern I ndiana 812-256-8000.

Whatever you do, try to do your best.
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